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"One can hear Mandelstam's real voice in these translations. The nervous pure voice of his love, his

memory, his culture, and his faith, waverable as a candle in the wind."â€•from the introduction by

Joseph Brodsky All of the poems of this great Russian poet in acclaimed translations, accompanied

by notes, a biographical chronology, a translator's introduction, and a major essay by Nobel

Prize-winner Joseph Brodsky written specifically for this volume.
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Reading these poems will make you understand why Mandelstam is so highly regarded. All 50 are

well-translated works of genius. It has the best version of his (suicidal) lampoon of Stalin that I have

read in translation. Reading these will make you hungry for more of his work.

It should be said right at the beginning: Mandelstam is perhaps the best 20th century poet. Joseph

Brodsky maybe share his place, but Brodsky is also co-author of this book - he wrote great preface

for it. This anthology of Mandelstam's poems is not perfect only because it is not a collection of his

complete works. However, this is a book which contains some of his best poems. Both Mandelstam

and Brodsky are great examples of how true are the verses by Marina Tzvetvaeva: "In this most

Christian of all worlds/ All poets are Jews." The perfection of this poetry is an evidence of the fact

how great poetry once was - not a long time ago. Unfortunately, today the world have very little

poets even close to Mandelstam.
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